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Visual Glossary
of Terms 
and Tools

awl
pointed tool used 
to punch holes that
you sew through
(sewing stations) 
to bind a book
beeswax
applied to thread to
ease it through
sewing stations and
reduce knotting
binding needles
get the ones with a
big eye or head...all
the easier to thread.
bone folder
a tool used for fold-
ing paper. makes a
clean, crisp fold

cutting mat
a mat for cutting
with knives. made
of spiffy material
that reduces dam-
age made by the
knife
pva
polyvinylacetate.
non-acidic adhesive
used in binding
because it remains
flexible. aka: glue
tapes
thin strips of woven
cotton (or other
material) used in
binding/ sewing 
a book.

x-acto knife
the brand name for
a very sharp blade
used to cut paper or
other materials
collage
an artmaking tech-
nique incorporating
multiple mediums,
materials, and/or
images to create a
new image 
edition
the amount of mul-
tiples produced. an
edition of 10 books =
10 books that are
the same.

one-of-a-kind-book
a single object.
only one—get it 
while it’s hot.
linen thread
long lasting 
thread used by
bookbinders.
brush
used to spread glue
onto paper, such as
attaching a text
block to a cover
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did you know... Books can be made with many papers and fancy tools or with a single piece of paper.

 


